
WANTAGE TOWNSHIP 

ROAD OPENING PERMIT APPLICATION 

 
I, the undersigned, hereby make application for a written permit to make an excavation in, open 

or tear up the surface of a public road or street in the Township of Wantage. 

Name of Applicant: _____________________________________________________________ 

Name of Individual Representative of the Applicant: ___________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _______________________ E-mail: __________________________________ 

Location of road opening:  

Block _____ Lot ______   Street: __________________________________________________ 

Opening width: _______________ length: _________________ Sq. Ft.: ___________________ 

Purpose of Opening: ____________________________________________________________ 

Work will Start: ___________________ Work will be completed by: _____________________ 

I, the undersigned, agree to make prompt and satisfactory restoration and repair of the road or 

street opened or excavated, and agree to indemnify and hold the Township harmless as set forth in 

subsection 19-4.4m of Wantage Ordinances.  

Signature: _______________________________________     Date: _____________________ 

 I have attached to this application detailed plans, indicating and describing the work to be 

performed, the estimated length of time required to perform the same and the estimated cost. 

 I have attached to this application an application fee, as follows (choose one): 

  $100.00 for a road opening 

  $200.00 for a road crossing 

 I have attached a certificate evidencing liability insurance in a minimum amount of $1 million.  

 I have attached to this application an escrow check, for inspection and professional review fees 

in the sum of six hundred ($600.00) dollars. 

The Township Administrator shall require, in addition to the fee required for a permit, a cash option, a bond or letter 

of credit in an amount recommended by the Township Engineer.  The amount of this surety shall be calculated based 

on the detailed plans submitted as a part of this application.  
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Conditions for Granting the Permit: 

Permits for excavations in roads or streets shall be granted only upon the following conditions: 

     a.   All excavations shall be properly guarded by the permittee by erecting a suitable barrier, 

notices of the excavation by day, sufficient and suitable lights at night and such other reasonable 

structure notice as the township administrator prescribes. 

     b.   If any excavation extends the full width of the road, only one-half of the road shall be 

excavated at one time and that half shall be backfilled before the remaining is excavated in order that 

public travel over the road may remain open at all times. 

     c.   All excavation and backfilling shall be made within the time prescribed in the permit. 

     d.   A permittee shall restore the pavement of surface of any road or street in which an excavation 

has occurred to the same condition and in the same manner as existed prior to the excavation. 

     e.   The money deposited by a permittee for the restoration of the pavement except for the fee will 

be returned upon satisfactory completion of the repair and restoration of the pavement excavated 

after all expenses incurred by the township for inspection and professional review fees have been 

paid by the applicant. If a permittee fails to restore the pavement in a satisfactory manner and within 

the time specified in the permit, the township committee or administrator shall arrange to restore the 

pavement and charge the cost against the deposit made by the permittee. If the deposit is not 

sufficient to pay the cost of restoration and repair, the permittee shall immediately pay the difference 

upon demand. Failure of the permittee to restore the pavement in a satisfactory manner within the 

time specified in the permit shall be a violation of this section and shall subject the permittee to 

appropriate penalties in addition to any other remedy available to the township. 

     f.   When it becomes necessary to open the paved section of any road, the opening shall not be less 

than two feet wide nor more than three feet at the top, nor shall any opening be less than three feet 

square and the sides of the opening shall be perpendicular at the top and converge toward the bottom 

so that the width at the bottom shall be less but not greater than the width at the surface of the 

pavement. 

     g.   Tunneling shall not be permitted under any circumstances and shall be an unlawful exercise of 

the privilege under any permit and a violation of the terms thereof. 

     h.   Whenever possible the permittee shall make the necessary excavation on either side of the 

pavement in order to make his connection rather than to excavate the pavement proper. In order to 

reach a main on the opposite side, he shall drive a pipe from one excavation to the other so as not to 

disturb the pavement. 
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     i.   The permittee shall backfill the excavation within the time specified in the permit and if not 

done within that time, no extension having been obtained, he shall be in violation of this section. The 

material for backfill shall be bank run gravel or earth and crushed stone or crushed gravel in even 

quantities. No stone larger than six inches in diameter and no shale rock shall be used. No more than 

six inches of material shall be backfilled at one time and the same shall be moistened and tamped 

until thoroughly compacted. All excess material shall be removed from the roadway. 

     j.   Whenever an opening discloses the fact that there is not sufficient covering to prevent the 

freezing of the water, gas or sewer pipe, they shall be lowered to no less than four feet from the 

surface of the pavement at the expense of the owner. 

     k.   All work to be done in any excavation or opening of any road or street shall be subject to 

supervision by the township engineer or his duly authorized representative. 

     1.   All expenses of excavating or opening any road or street or backfilling the same or any portion 

thereof, shall be at the sole expense and liability of the permittee and neither the township nor any of 

its officers, agents or employees shall in any manner or to any extent be responsible or liable for any 

part thereof. 

      m.   Any opening or excavation in, on or under any road or street for which a permit is granted by 

the township shall be performed on the sole liability of the permittee and the township shall not be 

liable to any person or party injured or damages as a result. The permittee shall agree by written 

contract approved as to form by the township attorney from any cost or expense incurred as a result 

of any claim for damage or injury suffered by any person as a result of any excavation or opening in 

any road or street and forming the subject matter of any permit. No permit shall be issued unless and 

until the permittee submits evidence of insurance coverage sufficient to cover any such liability, 

which insurance shall reasonably extend to the township. This provision may be waived in the case 

of a self-insurer by a written agreement to indemnify and hold the township harmless. 

Any excavation or opening made in any road or street shall be subject at all times to all laws of the 

United States, to the State of New Jersey, and any other appropriate regulation adopted by township 

or any other governmental body having lawful jurisdiction to impose any such law or regulation 

governing the use of streets or roads. 

A permittee shall promptly notify the township administrator or the road supervisor, or any agent or 

representative duly authorized by either, upon the completion of restoration of the road or street 

following any opening or excavation. Upon the approval or certification in writing by the 

administrator or road supervisor, the permittee shall be entitled to the refund of any unused deposit or 

to the cancellation of any bond or guarantee posted by him. However, the permittee shall reimburse 

the township for all expenses incurred for inspection, professional review and otherwise. 
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